2021
GRATITUDE REPORT

WITH THANKS
To our incredible Metro Lutheran Ministry family,
We have much to be thankful for here at Metro
Lutheran Ministry, thanks to your support in 2021.
In addition to our “normal” work of providing 3 food
pantries, 8 ancillary food programs, 9 Case Managers
guiding families to self-sufficiency, 23 housing units for
disabled homeless individuals with behavioral health
needs, Christmas for nearly 1,000 families, and a robust
basic needs program:
• We opened our doors to the first group of families
at Eileen’s Place. Our 60 apartment campus includes
a 10 tree orchard, 12 raised garden beds, playground,
and a life-skills education center. Case Managers are
on-site to help the families with life planning, meeting
the families where they are and building skills and
resources for future stability.
• We provided over $5 million dollars in rent, mortgage,
and utility services to keep at-risk families from losing
their homes and keep the landlords that house them
in business.

• We expanded into Johnson County to provide
housing & services for families in need there.
• We doubled home repairs for seniors and disabled
folks so they remain safely in their homes.
• We doubled the amount of medical and dental
services we provide.
How could we continue to be so blessed in the midst
of a pandemic?
God continues to bless our efforts here at MLM and
we continue to grow and serve more families thanks
to you! May God bless you all for your donations, your
hours of time, and your prayers that keep MLM making
such an amazing difference in the lives of people in
need.
Blessings,

Scott Cooper			
Executive Director

BE INSPIRED, SHARE OUR PASSION, GET INVOLVED

For 50 years, MLM has had the joy of helping replace the pain, stress, and sadness of those suffering in poverty with a new sense
of hope, peace, and wellness. This joy is not MLM’s alone; it is shared with a large network of community partners who share our
vision of seeking justice and extending kindness to those in need.
Unfortunately, the cost of poverty will always outpace our capacity to serve. MLM’s network of community partners must
continue to grow in order for us to implement new programs, expand services, and dream big for the future. You can help make
a difference. Please contact us at 816.931.0027 to learn more about how to volunteer or make a gift in support of MLM’s
life-changing programs.

Our Mission
With abiding faith in the intrinsic value of all God’s children, Metro Lutheran Ministry connects those in need with food, housing,
health care, education, employment services and other resources in order to nurture greater hope, health, opportunity and
peace.

Our Vision
To be a community that acts justly, loves mercy and walks humbly with
God. (Inspired by Micah 6:8)

Learn more at www.mlmkc.org

How You Helped in 2021
10,357

PLATTE/CLAY
7,759
20,858
WYANDOTTE

38,974 At-risk and homeless individuals

JACKSON

received assistance this year

MLM believes that every person should have a life of dignity and a
hope for the future. Poverty makes that right seem like a far-fetched
dream for far too many people throughout the metro area. The
COVID-19 pandemic continues to drastically exacerbate poverty for
many Kansas City area families.
The root causes of poverty are complex; it may be triggered by a job
loss, divorce, unexpected family crisis, illness, or underemployment.

10,222
Households received food
assistance from our pantries in
KCMO, KCK, and NKC

945
Households received
gifts from the Annual
MLM Christmas Store

$5M+

Was provided in
emergency rent,
mortgage and utility
assistance

$101,000
Was provided in medical
and dental assistance

84

For those suffering its effects, poverty presents many impossible
choices every day. One participant commented, “If I pay the rent and
bills, I have no money for food.” Basic needs must be sacrificed for
other basic needs.
Thankfully, you have helped stand in the gap for thousands of
individuals and families in the greater Kansas City area and helped to
diminish their fear, revealing their strength, and restoring their hope.

People received financial
and employment
coaching through the
Financial Opportunity
Center program

188

Children received back
to school supplies and
backpacks

5,057

Sack lunches distributed
to hungry people who
visit MLM

1,970
Breakfast meals served through
the Saturday Breakfast Program

Senior Commodity
2,153Boxes
distributed to

elderly individuals

210

Homeless Households exited
homelessness, moving
into their own apartments
through Rapid Re-Housing
and Permanent Supportive
Housing
on homes
167 Projects
needing weatherization,

repairs or wheelchair
ramps through the Minor
Home Repair program

8,000+
Pounds of fresh produce
provided to our neighbors
through the MLM Orchard &
Garden

10,000

Hours of volunteer service
was provided to MLM

Metro Lutheran Ministry - 2021 Financial Impact
23% Client Services
63% Case Management & FOC
3% Community Outreach
5% Supportive Housing
3% Development
3% Administration
100% Expenses 2021

20% Unrestricted
13% In-Kind
12% Restricted
52% Government
1% Program Fees
1% Special Events
1% Other
100% Revenue 2021
Our Partners

www.mlmkc.org

Central Community Assistance Center
3031 Holmes
Kansas City, MO 64109
816-931-0027

Wyandotte Community Assistance Center
722 Reynolds Avenue
Kansas City, KS 66101
913-342-8333

Northland Community Assistance Center
1100 NE Vivion Road
Kansas City, MO 64118
816-454-5295

